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PREFACE

Harbours are dynamic spaces where people, culture, and the coastal environment
intersect, yet their design often overlooks the lived experiences of the communities
that rely on them. While these spaces function as vital economic hubs, planning

practices have historically adopted a gender-neutral approach that fails to recognise

the significant but often unseen contributions of women within the fishing sector.

I chose this project with the intention of creating awareness about these overlooked
dimensions of harbour life. My interest in spaces that connect people and nature
drew me to the harbour as a site of continuous activity, identity, and interaction.
Despite its vibrancy, it remains neglected in terms of inclusive and community-
oriented design. This project offered an opportunity to rethink the harbour as more
than infrastructure—envisioning it as a space that is equitable, sustainable, and
responsive to all its users.

Through a gender-sensitive and environmentally conscious lens, this thesis aims to
highlight the importance of designing harbours that support livelihoods while
respecting the coastal ecosystem. By acknowledging the everyday realities of
women within the broader context of harbour development, the project seeks to

promote a more inclusive, safe, and resilient coastal environment.
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