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ABSTRACT

The Pilgrim Center design presents a cohesive integration of spatial planning,
cultural sensitivity, climatic responsiveness, and user-focused functionality.
Rooted in an understanding of pilgrimage behavior, crowd movement, and ritual
practices, the master plan creates a campus that is both operationally efficient
and experientially meaningful.

Organized along a strong central axis with circular gathering courts and clear
zoning, the plan ensures smooth transitions between high-activity spaces—like the
Mahaprasadalaya and Yagna Shala—and quieter zones such as accommodation
towers, meditation halls, the library, and the museum. This hierarchical structure
supports intuitive navigation, balanced crowd distribution, and a purposeful
sequence of spiritual and communal experiences.

Material selection—red sandstone, general sandstone, Makrana marble, and mud
blocks—reflects a deliberate response to climate, cultural identity, and
functionality. These materials enhance thermal comfort, reduce dependence on
mechanical cooling, and reinforce a timeless architectural character.
Courtyard-based planning further strengthens the environmental performance of
the project, providing natural ventilation, daylight, and comfortable microclimates
across administrative, residential, and gallery spaces. These open courts also
create psychological relief and subtle pauses within the overall circulation network.
Ultimately, the project represents a thoughtful architectural response that
harmonizes tradition with contemporary needs. By aligning spatial hierarchy,
material intelligence, climate strategy, and cultural resonance, the Pilgrim Center
creates a unified and spiritually enriching environment capable of supporting both
everyday worship and large-scale pilgrimage activity.
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