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SUMMARY 

 

“Navigating the world of Autism is like learning a strange language in a strange land, but the experience can teach 

important life lessons for all who make the journey. Autistic minds do not work the same way as everyone else’s 

minds, yet they are brilliant and funny and focused.” 

-Jenny Hansen, “Autism Can Teach Life Lessons for All”, Guardian Liberty Voice 

 

Autism has a triad of impairments in    Communication, Socialization and Repetitive Behavior. 

The behavior autistic persons have left everyone puzzled. Architects are finding a way to design according to the 

needs of the autistic keeping in mind their disabilities.  Most architects look towards designing spaces that are 

autistic friendly in terms of color, heights, materials, acoustics etc.   

 

This thesis project looks towards a design solution that can accommodate the autistic and provide amenities that 

meet sensory needs. It also helps to promote socialization among neurotypicals and the autistic.  

The project includes an Administrative Building, a School, an Accommodation Facility for the Children and 

Faculty, A Vocational Training Centre, Inclusive Playground and a Medical facility.  

 

Most education facilities in India for autistic children are set within a building made for neurotypicals. There is a 

need to provide the autistic an autism friendly – environment, buildings and architecture along with spaces for 

interaction, escape areas, therapy and that are clutter free. As an individual, they evolve into independent beings 

who can live normal lives in the community. As a community, we will begin to respect and accept them in our 

society. 



 
 

INDEX 

S No. Chapters Page No. 

1.  INTRODUCTION 1 

2.  RATIONALE FOR SELECTION 
ARE THEIR LEARNING, REHABILITATION AND HOME 

ENVIRONMENTS AUTISTIC FRIENDLY? 

THE SITE  

HOW DOES THE THESIS PROJECT FIT INTO EXISTING 

CULTURE?’ 

HOW DOES THE THESIS FIT INTO THE LARGER ISSUE OF 

ARCHITECTURE IN TODAY’S SOCIETY? 

2 & 3 

3.  SCOPE AND LIMITATION 3 

4.  AIM 3 

5.  OBJECTIVES 3 

6.  THE TYPES OF AUTISM  
HYPERSENSITIVITY 

HYPOSENSITIVTY 

3 - 6 

7.  METHODOLOGY 7 

8.  LITERATURE STUDIES 
ACLAND BURGHLEY RESOURCE BASE 

MOSSBROOK SCHOOL 

8 - 15 

9.  CASE STUDIES 
ACADEMY FOR SEVERE HANDICAPS AND AUTISM 

SDM MANGALA JYOTHI INTEGRATED SCHOOL 

16 - 27 

10.  COMPARATIVE STUDY (LITERATURE AND CASE 

STUDY) 

28 – 31 

11.  SITE ANALYSIS 32 – 35 

12.  DESIGN GUIDELINES 
MAGDA MOSTAFA 

GA ARCHITECTS 

36 – 39 

13.  LEARNING BEHAVIOURS IN EDUCATIONAL 

SPACES – PROF RACHNA KAHRE & PROF ABIR 

MULLICK 

40- 42 

14.  INCLUSIVE PLAYGROUND 42 

15.  SENSORY GARDENS 42 

16.  ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN STANDARDS 43 -46 

17.  AREA STATEMENT 47 - 51 

18.  CONCEPTUAL IDEAS 52 

19.  ELECTIVE STUDY 
ECOLOGY AND ARCHITECTURE 

BUILDING AUTOMATION SYSTEMS 

53 - 63 

20.  THE SOCIAL LEARNING SOCIETY FOR AUTISTIC 64 & 65 



 
 

CHILDREN 
THE ZONING 

THE MASTER PLAN  

THE SCHOOL 

21.  CONCLUSION 66 

22.  BIBLIOGRAPHY 67 & 68 

23.  ANNEX  


