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ABSTRACT

The oceans cover more than 70% of the Earth's surface, yet they remain largely
unexplored. One such key ecosystem comprises the coral reefs. Coral reefs are present
in the areas of Gulf of Kutch, Gulf of Mannar, Andaman & Nicobar, Lakshadweep
Islands and Malvan. They are not only critical to our planet's health, influencing
climate, weather, and the overall biosphere, but also are vital for promoting blue

economy in various places.

Despite their importance, they are often out of sight and mind for the general public.
In recent years, they have been prone to immense coral bleaching, especially in the
Gulf of Munnar region due to various factors. There is also a tourism community who
used to be fishermen near Kunthukkal harbour. But they do not have proper
infrastructure that neither aids them with eco-tourism nor attracts tourists that visit

Rameshwaram.

There is need for innovative and immersive marine research facilities to bridge the gap
between scientific inquiry and public engagement with the marine environment.
Hence, such experience centers serve as a source for fulfilling our curiosities and

exploration of the marine world in a favorable and comfortable manner that work

symbiotically help restore the deteriorating coral reefs. Constant involvement of

researchers allows to keep a check on natural conditions and lookout for illegal

activities.
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